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It is my purpose here to state as definitely as possible under the present circumstances the amount of improvement that has been obtained in one of the high schools of New York City.
In this high school it has been customary for the last five or six years, in the physical training work, to base part of the pupils' marks in personal hygiene on the condition of the teeth. If the pupils' teeth needed filling or cleaning at the time he was examined his mark was reduced, but if the teeth were in good condition the full mark was given. In all cases where dental treatment was needed the matter was mentioned to the pupil at the time of the examination together with the fact that a bad condition of his teeth would lower his class standing.
Since an examination in personal hygiene is part of the physical training course affecting all the students of the school every ten weeks, it can readily be seen that a considerable improvement might be obtained by drawing the students' attention to the condition of their teeth. In addition to this ten-weekly test, short talks are given on care of teeth in the first term and in the physical examination of each student each year the number of decayed teeth is recorded and the records kept.
From these card records we find that there is a total improvement of Jj.1 per cent during the course; that is, that the fourth year students show an improvement of 41 per cent over the entering students with respect to the condition of their teeth, basing the calculation on the number of decayed teeth.
Especially notable is the improvement of the group of boys whose teeth were all in good condition; that is, whose teeth showed no unfilled areas of decay. In the entering class, the percentage of pupils who had no decayed teeth was found to be 37.9 per cent, but in the fourth year class the percentage of pupils who had no decayed (230) teeth was G3.3 per cent?an improvement of 25.4 per cent in this group. Improvement was noted also in the other groups of these classifications, as one may easily see by glancing over the accompanying tables. 
